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Pentagon: Rumsfeld
misspoke on Flight 93
crash

Defense secretary's remark to troops fuels
conspiracy theories

From Jamie McIntyre
CNN Washington

Monday, December 27, 2004 Posted: 9:54 PM EST (0254
GMT)

WASHINGTON (CNN) -- A
comment Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld made during
a Christmas Eve address to
U.S. troops in Baghdad has
sparked new conspiracy
theories about the terrorist
attacks of September 11,
2001.

In the speech, Rumsfeld
made a passing reference to
United Airlines Flight 93,
which crashed in
Pennsylvania after
passengers attempted to stop
al Qaeda hijackers.

But in his remarks, Rumsfeld
referred to the "the people
who attacked the United
States in New York, shot
down the plane over
Pennsylvania."

A Pentagon spokesman
insisted that Rumsfeld simply
misspoke, but Internet
conspiracy theorists seized
on the reference to the plane
having been shot down.

"Was it a slip of the tongue?
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Was it an error? Or was it the
truth, finally being dropped
on the public more than
three years after the tragedy" asked a posting on the Web
site WorldNetDaily.com.

Some people remain skeptical of U.S. government
statements that, despite a presidential authorization, no
planes were shot down September 11, and rumors still
circulate that a U.S. military plane shot the airliner down
over Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

A Pentagon spokesman insists Rumsfeld has not changed
his opinion that the plane crashed as the result of an
onboard struggle between passengers and terrorists.

The independent panel charged with investigating the
terrorist attacks concluded that the hijackers
intentionally crashed Flight 93, apparently because they
feared the passengers would overwhelm them.

Story Tools
Subscribe to Time
for $1.99

Father guilty of
killing 9 of his
children

• Helicopter crashes near
U.N.
• Arrest in Aruba missing
girl case
• FDA panel OKs drug
aimed at blacks

CNN/Money:
Security alert
issued for 40
million credit
cards

• Bin Laden deputy sends
message
• U.S. House votes to keep
U.N. dues
• Iran poll to go to run-off

International
Edition

Languages
CNN
TV

CNN
International

Headline
News

Transcripts
Advertise
With Us

About
Us

SEARCH   The Web   CNN.com   
 
Search

© 2005 Cable News Network LP, LLLP.
A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved.
Terms under which this service is provided to
you.
Read our privacy guidelines. Contact us.

All external sites will open in a new
browser.
CNN.com does not endorse external sites.

Denotes premium content.

Add RSS headlines.

http://audience.cnn.com/services/cnn/alerts/manageAlerts.jsp?source=cnn
http://audience.cnn.com/services/cnn/alerts/manageAlerts.jsp?source=cnn
javascript:CNN_openPopup('/youralerts/popups/tour_cnn/frameset.exclude.html','620x430','toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=no,width=620,height=430');
javascript:CNN_openPopup('/youralerts/popups/tour_cnn/frameset.exclude.html','620x430','toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=no,width=620,height=430');
javascript:CNN_openPopup('/youralerts/popups/tour_cnn/frameset.exclude.html','620x430','toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=no,width=620,height=430');
javascript:CNN_openPopup('/youralerts/popups/tour_cnn/frameset.exclude.html','620x430','toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=no,width=620,height=430');
https://www.cnn.com/linkto/time.us.html
https://www.cnn.com/linkto/time.us.html
https://www.cnn.com/linkto/time.us.html
https://www.cnn.com/linkto/time.us.html
https://www.cnn.com/linkto/time.us.html
https://www.cnn.com/linkto/time.us.html
https://www.cnn.com/US
https://www.cnn.com/US
https://www.cnn.com/2005/LAW/06/17/fresno.murders.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/LAW/06/17/fresno.murders.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/LAW/06/17/fresno.murders.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/LAW/06/17/fresno.murders.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/LAW/06/17/fresno.murders.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/LAW/06/17/fresno.murders.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/US/06/17/helicopter.crash.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/US/06/17/helicopter.crash.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/US/06/17/helicopter.crash.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/US/06/17/helicopter.crash.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/LAW/06/17/missing.teen/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/LAW/06/17/missing.teen/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/LAW/06/17/missing.teen/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/LAW/06/17/missing.teen/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/HEALTH/conditions/06/17/racial.pill.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/HEALTH/conditions/06/17/racial.pill.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/HEALTH/conditions/06/17/racial.pill.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/HEALTH/conditions/06/17/racial.pill.ap/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/money/2005/06/17/news/master_card/index.htm
https://www.cnn.com/money/2005/06/17/news/master_card/index.htm
https://www.cnn.com/money/2005/06/17/news/master_card/index.htm
https://www.cnn.com/money/2005/06/17/news/master_card/index.htm
https://www.cnn.com/money/2005/06/17/news/master_card/index.htm
https://www.cnn.com/money/2005/06/17/news/master_card/index.htm
https://www.cnn.com/money/2005/06/17/news/master_card/index.htm
https://www.cnn.com/money/2005/06/17/news/master_card/index.htm
https://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/06/17/alzawahiri.video/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/06/17/alzawahiri.video/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/06/17/alzawahiri.video/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/06/17/alzawahiri.video/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/US/06/18/un.reform/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/US/06/18/un.reform/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/US/06/18/un.reform/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/US/06/18/un.reform/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/06/18/iran.ballot/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/06/18/iran.ballot/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/
http://edition.cnn.com/
http://edition.cnn.com/
http://edition.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/CNN/Programs/
https://www.cnn.com/CNN/Programs/
https://www.cnn.com/CNN/Programs/
https://www.cnn.com/CNN/Programs/
https://www.cnn.com/CNNI/
https://www.cnn.com/CNNI/
https://www.cnn.com/CNNI/
https://www.cnn.com/CNNI/
https://www.cnn.com/HLN/
https://www.cnn.com/HLN/
https://www.cnn.com/HLN/
https://www.cnn.com/HLN/
https://www.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/
https://www.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/
https://www.cnn.com/services/advertise/
https://www.cnn.com/services/advertise/
https://www.cnn.com/services/advertise/
https://www.cnn.com/services/advertise/
https://www.cnn.com/INDEX/about.us/
https://www.cnn.com/INDEX/about.us/
https://www.cnn.com/INDEX/about.us/
https://www.cnn.com/INDEX/about.us/
https://www.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html
https://www.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html
https://www.cnn.com/privacy.html
https://www.cnn.com/privacy.html
https://www.cnn.com/feedback/
https://www.cnn.com/feedback/
https://www.cnn.com/services/rss/
https://www.cnn.com/services/rss/
https://www.cnn.com/services/rss/
https://www.cnn.com/services/rss/

